2026 HR Connection Forum Justification Letter
The letter below can help you secure approval to attend the HR Connection Forum. You can customize this sample letter or use as talking points in a discussion with your manager about this professional development opportunity.
Dear [Approver Name],
I’m requesting your approval to attend ABA’s HR Connection Forum, a virtual, half-day-long event taking place on August 25.
This is the only event designed specifically for HR professionals in the banking industry — focusing on topics ranging from talent strategy to technology so I can build my banking acumen and manage the everyday demands of our HR department.
According to Gallup, organizations with a budget of $10 billion or less consider a turnover rate of under 10% as healthy. Meanwhile, a recent Crowe survey of bank CEOs revealed that the average turnover rate for HR professionals in banking is approximately 19.8%.
At the HR Connection Forum, we’ll learn how to better navigate our rapidly shifting industry so we can rise to the moment, and continue building a dynamic, skilled workforce. 
Here are the 4 reasons we should take advantage of this convenient event:
1. Build credibility and confidence — I’ll be able to advance my HR leadership journey with critical, actionable insights from industry leaders that I can immediately use. 
2. Foster a strong workforce — I’ll learn how to attract, retain and develop an agile workforce that supports sustainable bank growth.
3. Build a network of peers — I’ll have the opportunity to foster a network of fellow HR leaders to lean on throughout my career. This program is best suited for HR professionals at the VP-CHRO level.
4. Upskill without travel — I’ll gain actionable new leadership skills with this cost-effective virtual program that won’t take me away from work. Our bank can save even more if we register as a team.
I look forward to your decision. Thank you for your consideration!
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
